Five Better Ways To Help Bears, Bobcats And Lynx Cross A Colorado Highway | Brad Turner | Travel & Outdoors | NewWest.Net

submit

NEW WEST TOPICS
Front Page
Travel & Outdoors
Politics
Energy
Food & Agriculture
Development
Books
Snowblog
New West Blog
Community Blogs
Images & Video
Conferences

NEW WEST LOCAL
Missoula
Bozeman
Boise

Five Better Ways To Help
Bears, Bobcats And Lynx
Cross A Colorado Highway

Senate Passes Food
Safety Overhaul With
Tester's Amendment
Exempting Smaller
Farmers
How to Ski the West's
Luxe Resorts Affordably
Why Development in the
Desert Means Lower
Rivers and Less
Snowpack in the Rockies
Georgia O'Keeffe On Her
Mind: An Interview with
Liza Campbell
Ominbus Wilderness Bill
likely
Study: Fish Hatcheries
Contribute $2 Billion to
West's Economy
Born Abroad, Raised
Here, Some Immigrant
Students Pin Futures on
Dream Act
Plan for Hearings
Suggests Megaload

NEW WEST FEATURE

Five Better Ways To Help Bears,
Bobcats And Lynx Cross A Colorado
Highway
Innovative and colorful strategies for protecting wildlife on a
treacherous mountain pass near Vail.
By Brad Turner, 11-30-10
Last weekend, hosts of a
competition to design a
wildlife overpass on West
Vail Pass in Colorado’s
High Country unveiled
proposals from the
project’s five finalists.
Design teams from
around the world took a
stab at designing the
bridge after planners
selected Vail Pass as the
site for a crossing that
will use modern design
standards to safely guide
bears, elk, coyotes and
other animals across a
steep stretch of
Interstate 70.
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An artist's rendering of a proposed wildlife crossing
over Interstate 70 on Vail Pass by Janet Rosenberg
and Associates, one of five teams competing to
design the project. Image courtesy ARC International
Wildlife Crossing Infrastructure Design Competition.

A good wildlife crossing
results in fewer car crashes and less roadkill. As Allen Best wrote in
October, the ARC International Wildlife Crossing Infrastructure Design
Competition selected West Vail Pass in part because it’s the site of many
animal-vehicle collisions, and it’s known as a Berlin Wall for wildlife. More
than 100 firms from around the world participated in the design
competition.
The finalists’ proposals use a
number of inventive concepts
that make the famous wildlife
Slideshow
crossings in Canada’s Banff
National Park look like, well, a
View design concepts from the
bunch of grass-covered
finalists’ proposals
highway bridges. Wildlife
crossings are typically built
from steel and concrete, but the competitors who submitted plans for Vail
Pass worked to use lighter, more sustainable designs that will be more
appealing to animals. A few of their 21st-century innovations:
Different terrain for different species
Several designs call for a variety of vegetation on the 180-foot
bridge, which will be long enough to cross six highway lanes, a
bike path and a possible commuter rail line. Moose and coyotes
can cross in a meadow, lynx and bears can travel through
shrubs, and mule deer and marmots can cross in the trees,
according to the design from HNTB Engineering and Michael Van
Valkenburgh & Associates of New York. Several designs also call
for a small “wet meadow” halfway across the bridge.
A happy valley
Most finalists introduced a scooped shape to the wildlife
crossing designed to improve safety for both animals and
motorists. A visitor looking across the highway from one end of
the bridge would see a U-shaped deck whose slope nudges
animals toward the flatter middle section and away from the
steeper edges. The shape also helps to muffle traffic noise while
the animals cross and allows more daylight to shine on the
roadway beneath the crossing.
You can stand out, and the animals won’t mind.
One finalist, Janet Rosenberg and Associates of Toronto, pulled
off a neat trick with their proposal: They designed a crossing
that would stand out to every human who sees it while
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appearing normal to the animals who encounter it. Most
mammals are colorblind, so they’d be unfazed by JRA’s proposed
sloping red bridge. But it would pique the interest of humans
and remind us “that we do not walk alone.” (The firm got waxed
poetic in their proposal while explaining why the bridge will
grab the attention of motorists: “Red is the color often
associated with beauty, and certainly as the emblematic color of
life as color of blood, and associations of love and compassion
...”
Out with concrete, in with wood
Instead of using concrete and steel, several designs made use of
a wooden arch design. The strategy uses sustainable materials
and eliminates the need for pillars beneath the crossing, making
the road safer for drivers.
Keep an eye on the critters.
If an animal uses the crossing, a human will see it or know
about it. Most plans call for the use of small cameras, motion
sensors and smart phone reports from the public to keep track
of how many animals use their new corridor. Many finalists also
included sketches of a wildlife viewing area on the side of I-70
so motorists and bicyclists can pull over and look for bears,
bobcats, mountain goats and other species.

Design innovations aside, the five finalists showed impressive
attention to detail in their bids to win over the judges. They
crafted lush, green landscapes in which elk and bears
outnumber the cars on the highway. They quoted animal welfare
expert Temple Grandin and, less predictably, avant-garde
composer John Cage. They drew a lynx about to cross a snowcovered bridge, looking so pleased you can practically hear him
purr.
The five final teams each received a $15,000 honorarium. A jury
will select the winner and announce their choice on Jan. 23. The
winning team will receive $40,000.
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posting here, you agree to the NewWest.Net terms of service. You agree to keep your
comments on topic, respectful and free of gratuitous profanity. Contributions that
engage in personal attacks, racism, sexism, bigotry, hatred or are otherwise patently
offensive will be subject to removal.
Other than using a filter that scans for comment spam, we do not moderate
contributions before they are posted and we do not review every thread, so we ask
that you help us in keeping the discussions civil and appropriate. Please email
info@newwest.net to notify us of comments that may violate these guidelines. Thanks
for your help and cooperation. Click here for some tips on how to best interact on
NewWest.Net.

Your Comment
Name

Email

Remember my name and email address.
Notify me of follow-up comments.
Submit Your Comment

submit

© 2008 NewWest, All Rights Reserved

© 2010 NewWest, All Rights Reserved. Use of this site is subject to New West's Terms of Service and Privacy Policy.

http://www.newwest.net/topic/article/five_modern_ways_to_help_bears_bobcats_and_lynx_cross_a_colorado_highway/C41/L41/[11/30/2010 3:58:20 PM]

