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A New York team has won a unique international competition to
design a special bridge for wildlife crossing I1-70 west of Vail
Pass, the first structure of its kind ever proposed for the United
States. The winners, HNTB with Michael Van Valkenburgh and
Associates, will take home a prize of $40,000. Whether the
bridge will ever get built is another question.
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As detailed in my 2009 feature "A Bridge to Somewhere," Colorado environmental More Most Popular...
activists have long considered the 1-70 mountain corridor to be "the Berlin wall of
wildlife," a barrier that interferes with migration of a wide variety of species, claims lives
of endangered animals like lynx -- and poses huge potential for deadly human-wildlife
collisions. The Vail Pass area, a critical migration corridor, was chosen from 25 sites in
sixteen states for this first-ever competition, in an effort to promote fresh ideas for feasible
crossings.
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Formally known as the ARC International Wildlife Crossing Infrastructure Design
Competition and sponsored by various government and nonprofit interests, the contest
drew submissions from 36 teams in nine countries. Five finalists were unveiled in Denver
last month, with estimated construction costs ranging from $7 million to $12 million.

Although some of the other designs were visually more striking, the HNTB-Van
Valkenburgh entry wowed the jury on several counts, including its reliance on simple
precast materials for a lightweight "hypervault" and its wide span, which has many
different landscape features (meadow, forest, shrubs) to accommodate the preferences of a
diverse range of traveling wildlife. The design "marries well a simple elegance with a brute
force," the jury proclaimed in its report.

Van Velkinburgh's design for Brooklyn Bridge Park has recently won raves in New York,
including the 2010 Brendan Gill Prize. The ARC consortium hopes the contest generates
more interest among lawmakers in finding the money to build a new generation of wildlife
crossings -- if not on Vail Pass, then with many of the same principles applied in other key
migration corridors.
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For a video featuring the five finalists, look below. The winning entry makes its debut
around the seven-minute mark.

Denver Westword on
Facebook

A You like Denver
whtike | estword. Unlike - Adr
Page - Error
You like
this. Unlike - Admin
Page - Error

10 221 nannla lila Naniine \WWantamed 10 280

n Facebook social plugin

ARC: International Wildlife Crossing Infrastructure Design Competition from ARC on
Vimeo.

More from our News archive: "Ken Salazar: Frustration riding high over his wild horse a n .
plan.” > g enter email &

Tags:
HBNT, Michael Van Velkinburgh, West Vail Pass, wildlife crossing
ﬁ Write Comment ﬂ Email to Friend g Print ElLke gh @1 o
Avicle Denver Classifieds
Jarrett Berlin unarmed when SWAT team shot him, cohort Tara Salazar says More About: buy, sell, trade (6,829) musician (450)
he was massacred Van Velkinburgh
et rentals (3,528 jobs (1,080
Cell Injection Berlin (Germany) ( ) jobs ( )
BP oil-spill report identifies a failure of management -- and regulators Brooklyn Bridge Park personals (153) adult entertainment (6,784)
Visual Arts
Ken Salazar: Why his "wild lands" policy has the GOP going wild .
Design
John Elway for Senate? Pollsters tested that two years ago S I d h

Underoath,
Thursday @ Summit

Add New Comment 1 person liked this. mg nm

Optional: Login below.

R e —c
ornes ‘ = Twitter OpenlD ) DISQ
Mustache Fest at
Type your comment here. Vesta Dipping Grill
Post as ... Babes Around
— @™ Denver Go-Go
c Subscribe to Dance Auditions
Showing 0 comments comment thrcad

Sort by [ ] ) BY

Real-time updating is enabled. (Pause)

More Slideshows >>

Tools
Search The Latest Word f:ﬁ B

[ send us your tips

http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2011/01/west_vail_pass_wildlife_bridge_contest_winner.php[2/8/2011 10:08:05 AM]


http://www.westword.com/search/index?collection=blogs&keywords=HBNT
http://www.westword.com/search/index?collection=blogs&keywords=Michael Van Velkinburgh
http://www.westword.com/search/index?collection=blogs&keywords=West Vail Pass
http://www.westword.com/search/index?collection=blogs&keywords=wildlife crossing
http://www.westword.com/feedback/sendToFriend/?objid=BLOG&blog_post_url=|latestword|2011|01|west_vail_pass_wildlife_bridge_contest_winner.php&title=Wildlife%20bridge%20contest%3A%20Winning%20West%20Vail%20Pass%20entry%20%22elegant%22%20yet%20practical
http://www.westword.com/feedback/sendToFriend/?objid=BLOG&blog_post_url=|latestword|2011|01|west_vail_pass_wildlife_bridge_contest_winner.php&title=Wildlife%20bridge%20contest%3A%20Winning%20West%20Vail%20Pass%20entry%20%22elegant%22%20yet%20practical
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2011/01/west_vail_pass_wildlife_bridge_contest_winner.php?print=true
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2011/01/west_vail_pass_wildlife_bridge_contest_winner.php?print=true
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2011/01/west_vail_pass_wildlife_bridge_contest_winner.php?print=true
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2010/12/lakewood_police_shooting_bentley_apartments.php
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2010/12/lakewood_police_shooting_bentley_apartments.php
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2010/12/lakewood_police_shooting_bentley_apartments.php
http://www.westword.com/2011-01-06/music/cell-injection/
http://www.westword.com/2011-01-06/music/cell-injection/
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2011/01/bp_oil_spill_report.php
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2011/01/bp_oil_spill_report.php
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2011/01/bp_oil_spill_report.php
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2010/12/ken_salazar_wild_lands_policy.php
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2010/12/ken_salazar_wild_lands_policy.php
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2010/12/ken_salazar_wild_lands_policy.php
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2010/08/john_elway_for_senate_pollsters_tested_that_two_years_ago.php
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2010/08/john_elway_for_senate_pollsters_tested_that_two_years_ago.php
http://www.westword.com/related/to/Van+Velkinburgh
http://www.westword.com/related/to/Berlin+%28Germany%29
http://www.westword.com/related/to/Brooklyn+Bridge+Park
http://www.westword.com/related/to/Visual+Arts
http://www.westword.com/related/to/Design

http://vimeo.com/18856922
http://vimeo.com/user5756711
http://vimeo.com/
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/news/
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2010/06/ken_salazar_frustration_riding.php
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2010/06/ken_salazar_frustration_riding.php
http://westword.backpage.com/buyselltrade/
http://westword.backpage.com/musician/
http://westword.backpage.com/rentals/
http://westword.backpage.com/employment/
http://westword.backpage.com/personals/
http://westword.backpage.com/adult/
http://www.westword.com/slideshow/underoath-thursday-summit-32496615/
http://www.westword.com/slideshow/underoath-thursday-summit-32496615/
http://www.westword.com/slideshow/underoath-thursday-summit-32496615/
http://www.westword.com/slideshow/mustache-fest-at-vesta-dipping-grill-32493778/
http://www.westword.com/slideshow/mustache-fest-at-vesta-dipping-grill-32493778/
http://www.westword.com/slideshow/mustache-fest-at-vesta-dipping-grill-32493778/
http://www.westword.com/slideshow/babes-around-denver-go-go-dance-auditions-32493544/
http://www.westword.com/slideshow/babes-around-denver-go-go-dance-auditions-32493544/
http://www.westword.com/slideshow/babes-around-denver-go-go-dance-auditions-32493544/
http://www.westword.com/slideshow/babes-around-denver-go-go-dance-auditions-32493544/
http://www.westword.com/slideshow/index
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/rss.xml
http://twitter.com/denverwestword
http://westword.backpage.com/
mailto:tips@westword.com
http://www.facebook.com/denverwestword
http://www.facebook.com/denverwestword
http://www.facebook.com/denverwestword
http://www.facebook.com/denverwestword
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
http://vvm-den-blogs-news.disqus.com/the_latest_word_alan_prendergast_wildlife_bridge_contest_winning_west_vail_pass_entry_elegant_yet_pr/latest.rss

Wildlife bridge contest: Winning West Vail Pass entry “elegant” yet practical - Denver News - The Latest Word

Categories... I I Archives...

L Index

View Ad | View Site

SHARE THE WEALTH ﬂ

westvar CUUPUNS (5

Find A Coupon

I Searctby Category |

| | | =

http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2011/01/west_vail_pass_wildlife_bridge_contest_winner.php[2/8/2011 10:08:05 AM]



http://www.westword.com/adIndex/category/classified-13
http://www.westword.com/adIndex
http://coupons.westword.com/denver/deals/
http://www.westword.com/adIndex/cure-medical-pharm-72274/1123781/tower
http://www.westword.com/adIndex/cure-medical-pharm-72274/1123781/tower
http://www.westword.com/adIndex/tattered-cover-book-store-9050/1123877/tower
http://www.westword.com/adIndex/tattered-cover-book-store-9050/1123877/tower

Wildlife bridge contest: Winning West Vail Pass entry “elegant” yet practical - Denver News - The Latest Word

hoiger 20% off All Clothing
Certified Customs
120 S. BROADWAY

Denver, CO 80209
AR TN $25 Gift Card
OFFERS Romantix, Inc

www.romantixonline.com
Denver, CO 80203

More Popular Coupons »

Twitter Feed

li’ Follow denverwestword on Twitter

Carmelo Anthony trade getting closer because Knicks and
Nuggets owners are talking directly ? http://bit.ly/e7T4L2
about 2 hours ago

A few photos from the Colorado Cocktail Project kick-off
party at MCA tonight http://on.fb.me/ec5U7| about 13 hours

ago

Dick Wadhams decides against a third term as Colorado
Republican Party Chair http://bit.ly/fcbUBh #GOP #TCOT
#Denver about 15 hours ago

5 failed attempts by musicians to run for office-
http://bit.ly/hzgq5q #digg about 20 hours ago

The 50 Best Super Bowl XLV Party Photos.
http://bit.ly/hF7sYN about 21 hours ago

More Twitter >>

VVM on Digg

Popular All Time

“@ Ums The Grilled Cheese and

13 i - L
diggs - Tomato Soup I\/Iartlm is a
= . Meal you can drink (but
e should you?)
26 What's the most you would
diggs pay for dinner?
26 Bill Clinton: Michele
diggs Bachmann is "Divorced From
Reality" on Health Care
34 Kansas Inmates Order 900
diggs Pizzas for Super Bowl Party
61 Woman Who Mailed Puppy
diggs Will Not Get Dog Back

Links

http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2011/01/west_vail_pass_wildlife_bridge_contest_winner.php[2/8/2011 10:08:05 AM]


http://twitter.com/denverwestword
http://twitter.com/denverwestword
http://bit.ly/e7T4L2
http://twitter.com/DenverWestword/statuses/34990622616068096
http://on.fb.me/ec5U7l
http://twitter.com/DenverWestword/statuses/34824369091911680
http://twitter.com/DenverWestword/statuses/34824369091911680
http://bit.ly/fcbUBh
http://twitter.com/DenverWestword/statuses/34787298834915329
http://bit.ly/hzgq5q
http://twitter.com/DenverWestword/statuses/34709580332146688
http://bit.ly/hF7sYN
http://twitter.com/DenverWestword/statuses/34697653115830272
http://twitter.com/denverwestword
http://coupons.westword.com/denver/deals/?offer_id=11462
http://coupons.westword.com/denver/deals/?offer_id=8706
http://coupons.westword.com/denver/deals/
http://blogs.pitch.com/fatcity/2011/02/the_grilled_cheese_and_tomato.php
http://blogs.pitch.com/fatcity/2011/02/the_grilled_cheese_and_tomato.php
http://blogs.pitch.com/fatcity/2011/02/the_grilled_cheese_and_tomato.php
http://blogs.pitch.com/fatcity/2011/02/the_grilled_cheese_and_tomato.php
http://blogs.pitch.com/fatcity/2011/02/the_grilled_cheese_and_tomato.php
http://blogs.pitch.com/fatcity/2011/02/the_grilled_cheese_and_tomato.php
http://blogs.pitch.com/fatcity/2011/02/the_grilled_cheese_and_tomato.php
http://blogs.pitch.com/fatcity/2011/02/whats_the_most_you_would_pay_f.php
http://blogs.pitch.com/fatcity/2011/02/whats_the_most_you_would_pay_f.php
http://blogs.pitch.com/fatcity/2011/02/whats_the_most_you_would_pay_f.php
http://blogs.pitch.com/fatcity/2011/02/whats_the_most_you_would_pay_f.php
http://blogs.pitch.com/fatcity/2011/02/whats_the_most_you_would_pay_f.php
http://blogs.citypages.com/blotter/2011/02/bill_clinton_michele_bachmann_health_care.php
http://blogs.citypages.com/blotter/2011/02/bill_clinton_michele_bachmann_health_care.php
http://blogs.citypages.com/blotter/2011/02/bill_clinton_michele_bachmann_health_care.php
http://blogs.citypages.com/blotter/2011/02/bill_clinton_michele_bachmann_health_care.php
http://blogs.citypages.com/blotter/2011/02/bill_clinton_michele_bachmann_health_care.php
http://blogs.citypages.com/blotter/2011/02/bill_clinton_michele_bachmann_health_care.php
http://blogs.pitch.com/plog/2011/02/942_pizzas_and_9630_make_for_one_helluva_prison_pizza_party.php
http://blogs.pitch.com/plog/2011/02/942_pizzas_and_9630_make_for_one_helluva_prison_pizza_party.php
http://blogs.pitch.com/plog/2011/02/942_pizzas_and_9630_make_for_one_helluva_prison_pizza_party.php
http://blogs.pitch.com/plog/2011/02/942_pizzas_and_9630_make_for_one_helluva_prison_pizza_party.php
http://blogs.pitch.com/plog/2011/02/942_pizzas_and_9630_make_for_one_helluva_prison_pizza_party.php
http://blogs.citypages.com/blotter/2011/02/stacey_champion_loses_priority_mail_puppy.php
http://blogs.citypages.com/blotter/2011/02/stacey_champion_loses_priority_mail_puppy.php
http://blogs.citypages.com/blotter/2011/02/stacey_champion_loses_priority_mail_puppy.php
http://blogs.citypages.com/blotter/2011/02/stacey_champion_loses_priority_mail_puppy.php
http://blogs.citypages.com/blotter/2011/02/stacey_champion_loses_priority_mail_puppy.php

Wildlife bridge contest: Winning West Vail Pass entry “elegant” yet practical - Denver News - The Latest Word

5280 Blog

Big Media (Jason Salzman)
Bronco Talk

Colorado Independent
Colorado Pols

Coyote Gulch

Colorado Ethics Watch
Denver Egotist

Denver Infill

Denver Post Blogs
Denver PR Blog
DenverRadio.net

Denver Stiffs (Nuggets)
Education News Colorado
Face the State

Inside the Rockies
Lakewood Edge

Max Denver

Mile High Hockey

Mile High Mamas

Mile High Report (Broncos)
Nugg Doctor (Nuggets)
People's Press Collective
Predominantly Orange
Purple Row (Rockies)
Roundball Mining Company
South Stands Denver
Square State

Rocky Mountain Right
Western Citizen

Who Said You Said

About Us | Work for Westword | Esubscribe | Free Classifieds | Advertising | Privacy Policy | Problem With the Site? | RSS | Site Map

http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2011/01/west_vail_pass_wildlife_bridge_contest_winner.php[2/8/2011 10:08:05 AM]



http://www.westword.com/about/index
http://jobs.westword.com/
http://www.westword.com/readers/register
http://www.backpage.com/
http://www.ruxton.com/
http://www.westword.com/about/privacyPolicy
http://www.westword.com/bugs
http://www.westword.com/syndication/issue
http://www.westword.com/about/siteMap
http://www.5280.com/blog/
http://www.bigmedia.org/
http://broncotalk.net/
http://coloradoindependent.com/
http://coloradopols.com/
http://coyotegulch.wordpress.com/
http://www.coloradoforethics.org/
http://thedenveregotist.com/
http://denverinfill.com/blog/
http://blogs.denverpost.com/
http://denverprblog.com/
http://www.denverradio.net/
http://denverstiffs.com/
http://blog.ednewscolorado.org/
http://facethestate.com/
http://www.insidetherockies.com/
http://lakewoodedge.com/
http://maxdenver.com/
http://www.milehighhockey.com/
http://www.milehighmamas.com/
http://www.milehighreport.com/
http://www.nuggdoctor.com/
http://www.peoplespresscollective.org//
http://www.predominantlyorange.com/
http://www.purplerow.com/
http://www.roundballminingcompany.com/
http://www.southstandsdenver.com/
http://www.squarestate.net/
http://www.rockymountainright.com/
http://www.westerncitizen.com/
http://www.whosaidyousaid.com/

	westword.com
	Wildlife bridge contest: Winning West Vail Pass entry "elegant" yet practical - Denver News - The Latest Word


	0yMT9BY3JvYmF0V2ViQ2FwVElENAA=: 
	input0: 

	dlX2NvbnRlc3Rfd2lubmVyLnBocAA=: 
	form2: 
	keywords: Search Westword
	input1: 


	0yMT9BY3JvYmF0V2ViQ2FwVElENwA=: 
	input0: 

	A9MT9BY3JvYmF0V2ViQ2FwVElEOAA=: 
	form0: 
	textarea0: Type your comment here.


	dlX2NvbnRlc3Rfd2lubmVyLnBocAA=: 
	button0: 
	select1: [oldest]

	dlX2NvbnRlc3Rfd2lubmVyLnBocAA=: 
	form3: 
	keywords: 
	input4: 
	rmbaremail: enter email
	input2: 
	select0: [Categories...]
	select2: [Archives...]


	gwP0Fjcm9iYXRXZWJDYXBUSUQxMAA=: 
	input0: 

	dlX2NvbnRlc3Rfd2lubmVyLnBocAA=: 
	form1: 
	category_id: []
	postal_code: 
	text: 
	button5: 




